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In late Ming, the gradually preaching of Catholicism to the eastern countries is a 
representative event in the history for the western and eastern religious 
communication, which caused a series of stories and their influence continue to 
inspire interest in our study. Figures, writings, and events of this era have great 
research value. The author chooses Matteo Ricci and Feiyin Tongrong, two leading 
figures for the religious conflict at this time, as the research object for this thesis.  
The reason the author selects the True Meaning of God and Yuandao Bixie Shuo 
as the documents is based on the following aspects: at first, although we have 
abundant research on the relationship between Buddhism and Catholicism in Late 
Ming, seldom of them started the research from the text. Then, most of the previous 
research focused on the Catholic documents, like The True Meaning of God, seldom 
of them focused on the relevant Buddhism documents, even less on the comparable 
study. Hence, it is possible and necessary to develop; Thirdly, Yuandao Bixie Shuo 
refuted the main point in The True Meaning of God, reflecting the fierce conflict 
between the two religions; at last, from the analysis on the difference between 
Buddhism and Catholicism, we can think about the religious dialogue, the cultural 
interaction between west and east. The thesis is organized as follows:  
     Firstly ，focuses on the background when Catholicism came to China in late 
Ming, the unity of three religions in china--Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism at 
that time and the strategy of Catholic missionary and the reactions from Chinese 
scholars. The first part makes a brief review on Ricci and Feiyin Tongrong and their 
ideas and introduces the origin and ideas of the True Meaning of God and Yuandao 
Bixie Shuo specifically. This part describes the study on the religious conflict in the 
late Ming, the meaning of this topic, including the explanation of the topic and the 
concepts, as well as a brief description of this thesis’s literature and research methods.       
Secondly , analyzes the main topics that debated in the two books which are 
divided into four levels: ontology, primitive view，existence conception，holism of 

















is the different understanding on the primitive emptiness in Buddhism; Existence 
conception is about the debate on all-things-as-one and all-things-to their kinds. 
Holism of body and spirit debates on one body with three souls  or  the unity of 
body and spirit.  
At last, makes a further reflection on the conflict in the late Ming, discusses the 
fundamental ideas of Catholicism and Buddhism, such as emptiness and substance, 
Nirvana and redemption and proposes the complementary possibilities of the two 
sides. Based on the cultural interaction transformation theory, the author presents a 
rational way to deal with the conflicts between the two religions. Finally, the author 
comes to the conclusion that, learning from the exchange and mutual influence of 
Catholicism and Buddhism in late Ming, we should have a more open and tolerant 
communication between the western and eastern religions.  
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